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ILLINOIS STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
Illinois'first public university 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
FOUNDERS 
DAY 
Dear faculty, staff members, and students, 
Please accept my personal invitation to participate in the 
Illinois State University Founders Day celebration on Thursday, 
February 16, 2012. Founders Day is a 
time to pause and reflect upon Illinois 
State's heritage and vision. It is also a day 
to honor the many accomplishments of 
our faculty, staff members, and students. 
During Founders Day 2012, Illinois 
State will continue in our traditions, such 
as the Bell Ringing Ceremony and the 
Convocation. We will also showcase our 
outstanding academic colleges and the 
departments that provide support for the 
University community. 
I hope you will take part in everything 
Founders Day 2012 has to offer. It is your day to celebrate the 
past and to look forwal'd with a well-earned sense of pride. 
Al Bowman 
President, Illinois State University 
2012 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
The Illinois State University Board of Trustees and President Al Bowman 
invite you to the 155th observance of the University's founding. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
lOa.m. 
Founders Day BeLL Ringing Ceremony 
PRAJ1uE RooM, BoNE STUDENT CENTER 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Employee Recognition Private Luncheon 
OLD MAI N RooM, BoNE STUDENT CENTER 
10-30 years of service employees 
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Years of Service Award Distribution 
SroTLIGHT RooM, BoNE STUDENT CENTER 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
STATE Showcase 
BROWN BALLROOM, BONE STUDENT CENTER 
1:30 p.m. 
Processional Line up 
Faculty-CiRcus RooM 
Platform- Ow MA.I N RooM 
Team Excel lence 
and Srudenrs-FouNDERS SUJTE 
Distinguished Professor-Cmcus RooM 
Rerirees-CiRcus RooM 
2p.m. 
Founders Day Convocation 
BROWN BALLROOM, BONE STUDENT CENTER 
Join us for presentations of some of the 
highes t awards bes towed from Illinois Stare 
University, such as Distinguished Professor, 
University Professor, OursrandingTeacher 
and Researcher, Service Initiative, NP and 
Civil Service Distinguished Service, Team 
Excellence, Herb Sanders, Neal Gamsky, 
Will iams Technology Award, Strand Diversity, 
and many others. 
3:30 p.m. 
Founders Day Convocation Reception 
BROWN BALLROOM, BONE STUDENT CENTER 
Reception immediately following rhe Founders 
Day Convocation. 
6p.m. 
Alumni Awards Dinner 
ALUMNI CENTER 
$25 per person 
Contact Alumni Relations at (309) 438-2586 
or IllinoisSrare.edu/Alumni to register. 
For information on the Founders Day events 
Listed above and for registration details, visit 
ILLinoisState. edu/ Founders Day. 
FEATURED HONORARY DEGREE RECIPIENT 
J. MICHAEL ADAMS '69 
J. Michael Adams is devoted to building 
bridges across divides and transforming lives 
through higher education. His leadership in 
global education and his devotion to fostering 
international understanding has been recognized 
throughout the world. 
The president of Fairleigh Dickinson 
Un iversity (FDU) since 1999, he inspired a new 
vision and mission dedicated to preparing world 
citizens through global education . He further led 
an insrirurional transformation that instilled a 
sense of mission across the University. 
During his presidency, the University 
established a new campus in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada; dedicated $135 million 
to new facilities and capital improvements; 
and successfully concluded the largest capital 
campaign in FDU's history. He led the creation 
of a nationally recognized distance-learning 
program and established a new category of 
Global Virtual Faculty scholars and professionals 
from around the world who contribute to 
the online-learning environment. Early in his 
FDU tenure, he launched the United Nations 
Pathways program, which brings members of 
the diplomatic corps to campus for interaction 
with students; and helped rhe institution gain 
nongovernmental organization (NGO) status at 
the United Nations. More recently, FDU became 
the first university in the world to earn "Special 
Consultative Status" with the U nited Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 
Adams serves as president (2011-2014) of the 
lnternarional Association of University Presidents 
(lAUP), where his agenda involves engaging 
universities ro help solve global problems. He is a 
member of the Governing Council of the Un ired 
Nations University and is a National Council 
member of the United Nations Association of 
the United States of America. Adams also is a 
member of the Steering Committee of the World 
Bank's Researchers Alliance for Development and 
the Editorial Advisory Board for International 
Educator, the flagship bimonthly magazine of 
NAFSA: Associarion oflnternarional Educators. 
Adams holds a B.S. from Illinois Stare 
Universiry, Normal; an M.S. from Universiry 
of Illinois, Urbana; and a Ph.D. from Southern 
Illinois University, Carbondale. 
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